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PREFACE 

The following Introduction to the earliest Or do 
Romanus makes no claim to originality, having no pre- 
tensions to be anything more than a compilation from 
the works of the numerous liturgical writers who have 
expounded either the whole or parts of this venerable 
monument of the ceremonial of the early medieval 
Church in Rome. 

The objective which the general Editor has kept before 
me is the intelligent Churchman who is interested in the 
rites and ceremonies of the Catholic Church, but has little 
leisure or opportunity of examining the numerous works 
that deal with the whole or parts of the matters that 
belong to the ceremonial of solemn mass. With Linde- 
wode 1 1 may say, presens opus non precipue nec principaliter 
viris scribo scientia preditis , sed potius simpliciter litteratis et 
pauca intelligentibus : but I fear that I cannot go on to 
claim for this Introduction even the modest estimate at 
which Lindewode appraises his Provinciate as a book for 
students, for it is unlikely that such as they will find any- 
thing therein of which they are not already fully aware. 
It is in consequence of the above-mentioned objective that 



1 Provincial* , Lib. II.: tit. Dt foro compcttnti : cap. Contingit aliquando : verb. 
Commenta % 

vii 
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the use of Latin has been almost entirely restricted to the 
notes, and English used practically throughout. It is 
hoped that the average Churchman will hereby be enabled 
to bring before his mind a picture of a Roman church, and 
the ceremonies that were used at a public mass therein, as 
they were in the eighth century of the Christian era. 

The chief books of which use has been made in the 
following pages are, first of all, Abbe Fleury’s delightful 
Les Moeurs des Chres liens (Paris, 1682); Mgr. Duchesne’s 
Origines du Culte Chretien (Paris, 1898) ; Mabillon’s 
Commentary in the second volume of his Museum Italicum; 
Scudamore’s Notitia Eucharistica (2nd Edition, 1876); and 
the Rev. J. O. Reichel’s Solemn mass at Rome in the ninth 
century (London, 1895). 

I have to thank numerous friends and others who have 
helped me by answering various questions, looking out 
references, and the like : and specially Mgr. Duchesne, 
who has been most kind in explaining many things to me 
a complete stranger ; the Rev. W. H. Frere, for setting 
me right about the manner of chanting the various 
anthems at mass ; Mr. F. C. Eeles, who has been ever 
ready to verify and obtain quotations from books that 
were out of my reach ; and, of course, Dr. Wickham 
Legg, whose good-nature must have been often strained 
by my repeated questions. 

For the loan of blocks, wherewith to illustrate this 
book, I have also to thank first Mr. Francis F. Fox, F.S.A., 
who has been kind enough to lend the three pictures of 
ambones : and the Rev. H. Thurston, S.J., for the picture 
of the Consul Anastasius Probus, 517 a. d. 
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In Appendix I. a text and translation of Ordo Romanus I. 
appears. The Latin text is a conflation of Mabillon’s and 
Cassander’s : in the absence of a thoroughly critical edition 
this seemed the best course to pursue, in spite of all that 
may be urged against it. 

Appendix II. is a translation of the text of the Ordo 
Romanus of St Amand printed by Duchesne in his Origims 
du Culte Chretien, 

Appendix III. is an attempt to reproduce the ritual of 
solemn mass of Easter day, as it was sung at about the 
end of the eighth century. The anthems are taken from 
the Gregorian Antiphoner, the collects, etc., from the 
Sacramentary of Hadrian, and in the text of the canon 
the readings of Mr. Edmund Bishop’s “ Recension A ” 
have been followed, taken from his paper in the Journal 
of Theological Studies , July 1903, vol. iv., pp. 555 sq. 

In Appendix IV. will be found collected together what 
is known of the African Liturgy, chiefly from the works 
of St. Austin, but with a few notices from other authors 
before and since his time. No complete liturgy of this 
part of the Church is known to exist, and the fragmentary 
allusions are few. The scheme is included here, as it gives 
some notion of the rite of a Church which closely accorded 
to that of Rome ; shown in even such details as the posi- 
tion of the kiss of peace, and in the particular develop- 
ment of the people’s prayers. No one has found any 
hint in St. Austin’s writings that there was any difference 
between the rite of Africa and that of Milan ; but that is 
far from sufficient to show that the two rites were iden- 
tical. Still, what is known as the Gallican rite may be 
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the old Latin rite of all the Latin speaking countries, so 
far as the main ritual features are concerned : and the 
African rite may at any rate illustrate that particular 
variety of the old Latin rite which prevailed at Rome 
before the later Roman, founded on an amalgamation 
of the Greek rite in synchronous use with it at Rome, 
supplanted it. 

Where a word or a passage is corrupt and has been left 
unemended, the fact is called to the reader’s attention by 
means of an obelus. 

E. G. CUTHBERT F. ATCHLEY. 



August 25, 1904. 
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PART I 



INTRODUCTION 

THE CHURCH, ITS MINISTERS, AND 
THE ORNAMENTS THEREOF 

The document commonly known as Or do Romanus 
Primus is a directory of the ceremonies of solemn or 
public mass, celebrated in Rome by the pope himself (or 
his deputy), at which all the clergy and people of the 
Church of Rome were present or at least represented, and 
in which they all fulfilled their several functions in the 
exercise of that royal priesthood which St. Peter tells us 
is the common property of the body of baptized Christians. 

Ordo I, as printed in Mabillon’s 1 Museum Italicum , is 
based upon a St. Gallen MS, with readings from three 
other MSS, all four belonging to the ninth century. But 
although the whole of Mabillon’s Ordo I existed in its 
present state in that century, yet it is not all purely 
Roman, nor are all parts of it of the same antiquity. The 
oldest part, and the purely Roman, is contained in the first 
twenty-one chapters, and is found in several MSS without 
the additional matter of the St. Gallen MS ; and it is this 
part which gives the ceremonies of the stational mass. 

The text of the Ordo which is now set before the 
reader is based upon that of Mabillon, with a few readings 
taken from the version printed by George Cassander , 2 and 
one from Mabillon’s Ordo III y a Roman Ordo of the ninth 
century, representing the Roman ceremonies as used by 
some bishop subordinate to the Roman See. 

The Ordo of St. Amand, of which an English translation 
will be found after Ordo /, has been printed by Duchesne 

1 Mabillon, Museum Italicum , Luteciae Parisiorum, 1689 ; t. ii, pp. 3 sq, 

2 George Cassander, Ordo Romanus de Officio Mi: sac, Coloniae, 1561 ; fol. 24 
verso , et sq. 
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from a MS of the ninth century (c. 800) which once 
belonged to the Abbey of St. Amand en Puelle. 1 It 
describes the stational mass as celebrated by the pope, but 
varies in some respects from Ordo I, and may be regarded 
as an unofficial description drawn up for the benefit of 
some church, perhaps in Gaul, desirous of adopting the 
ceremonial of the Court of Rome. 

We now come to the question of the date of Ordo I 
taken as a whole. The Raven nese mosaics show that the 
ceremonial entry with the censer was probably in vogue 
before the middle of the sixth century ; and many other 
indications point to the substance of the ceremonial being 
of the same date or even earlier. But when we come to 
details, the case is different. There are certain features in 
it which we know to have been introduced by St. Gregory 
the Great (0 604): thus the grail is sung by a cantor and 
not by a deacon, in accordance with the decree of the 
Roman Council of 595 ; Pater noster is sung before the 
Pax and the Fraction ; and defensores regionarii are 
mentioned, a dignity originated by St. Gregory. 

Our Ordo designates the Lateran Palace as Patriarchium , 
a title not found in the Liber Pontificals before the Life 
of Pope Sergius I (687-701) : previously, in the Lives of 
Severinus (638-639), ofTheodore (642-649), and of Conon 
(686-687) ^ appears as the Episcopium Lateranense. 

The anthem Agnus Dei was brought in by Pope Sergius 
I, to be sung at the time of the fraction ; yet it appears 
in Ordo I. 

The subdeacon-oblationer, who brought the pope’s 
offering-loaves from the Lateran, and offered them in his 
name, is first heard of in the Liber Pontificalis in the Life 
of Pope Gregory III (731-742) ; the passage, however, is 
not so clear as to prove that this official was initiated by 
that pope, although he certainly first ordained that he should 
bring the loaves from the Lateran to the stational church. 

The court-officer known as the Nomenclator is first 



1 L. Duchesne, Origins du Cults Chretien , Paris, 1898 ; pp. 44 ° * 7 * 
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S 

heard of in the Life of Agatho (678-681) ; but he may 
well have existed earlier, so that this too gives no certain 
help towards defining the date of the Or do. Nor does 
the presence of the hebdomadary bishops of the Lateran, 
who are first mentioned in the Life of Stephen III (768— 
772) ; for the passage in the Liber Pontificalis naturally 
means that the bishops were there before, but Stephen 
ordered that they should celebrate at St. Peter’s altar, and 
sing Gloria in excelsis at their masses. 

But we must examine these points a little more closely. 
St. Gregory the Great tells us that in his new use Kyrie 
eleison was said by the clerks, and the people made answer. 
But in Ordo I the Schola Cantorum sing it alone, and 
the people do nothing. Development had taken place, 
and in the usual Roman direction, gradually eliminating 
the people’s active part in public worship. 

Sergius I, when he introduced Agnus Dei, appointed 
that it was to be sung by clergy and people. But in 
Ordo I the people have no part in it, and the Schola 
Cantorum sing it alone. Here again there has been 
development, and in the same direction. 

In the Gelasian Sacramentary the canon begins with 
Sursum corda, as is shown by the rubric preceding those 
words : Incipit Canon Actionis . 1 This book is in substance 
a Roman book of the sixth or seventh century : modern 
opinions seem to favour the earlier rather than the later 
date. It has numerous Gallican additions, but this rubric 
is not one of them, for in the ninth century the canon of 
the Romano-Gallican rite began 2 at Le igitur. Now in 
Ordo I the canon begins after Sanctus , as is clearly shown 
by the following direction : ‘ And when they have 
finished it [Sanctus], the pontiff rises alone, and enters on 
the canon.’ But further on we read : ‘ When the 



1 So, too, in the Life of St. Sixtus (107-116), Liber Pontificalis tells us that he 
appointed that Sanctus , sanctus , sanctus , etc., should be sung by the people, intra 
actionem. 

2 Yet Amalar writes: ‘ medio canone, id est cum didtur T e igitur * (De ecclesiast, 
offic . , L. HI : c. xxvii). 
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pontiff begins the canon, a collet comes near, having a 
linen cloth thrown around his neck, and holds the paten 
before his breast on the right side, until the middle of 
the canon.’ After the offertory the paten is not used 
until the communion ; there is no room for it on the 
altar, which is occupied with the loaves and the chalices. 
It is natural to suppose that the collet takes charge of it 
as s^on as it is no longer needed for the offertory. If this 
is so, we have evidence that the word * canon ’ has two 
meanings, belonging to different dates, in the same 
document : in other words, that Ordo I> as we now 
have it, is a revised version of an older directory, belong- 
ing to a time when the canon began at Sursum corda , 
which was revised at a time when it began at Pe igitur. 1 

This conclusion tallies with what we gathered from the 
manner of singing Agnus Dei. Sergius (0 701) introduced 
it at the end of the seventh century ; but considerable 
alterations in the manner of singing it had taken place 
before Ordo I was drawn up, and so that is of later date 
than 700, but existed c. 800. We have, then, to find 
evidence of a reform of the ceremonial at some period 
between these dates : and Professor Dr. Probst points out 
that we have the required evidence in the Liber Pontificalis 
in the Life of Stephen III. There we read : Erat enim 
hisdem praefatus beatissimus praesul ecclesiae traditionis 
observator : unde et pristinum ecclesiae in diversis clericatus 
honoribus renovavit ritum. Hie statuit ut omni dominico die 
a septem episcopis cardinalibus ebdomadariis , qui in ecclesia 
Salvatoris observant , missarum solemnia super altare beati 
Petri celebraretur et Gloria in excelsis Deo ediceretur. 
In this passage Pope Stephen appears before us as ecclesiae 
traditionis observator , an upholder of ecclesiastical traditions, 
and a renovator of the pristine rite of the Church in the 
several ranks of the clergy. As an example of the latter, 
is brought forward the instance of the seven hebdomadary 
bishops at the Lateran, to whom was granted the privilege 

1 Ferdinand Probst, Die altesten romischen S acr ament arien und Or dines, Miinster- 
i.-W., 1892; p. 392. 
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hitherto reserved to the pope of celebrating at St. Peter’s 
altar and using Gloria in excelsis. 

Stephen’s renovation of the pristine rite in the several 
ranks of the clergy appears in n. i of our Ordo. We are 
told there of a prisca stalutio, an ancient constitution, 
dealing with the days allotted to the several districts of 
Rome : Stephen’s renovations may well have been such 
things as the provision for various accidents not con- 
templated or wanting in the ancient regulations, such as, 
for example, the death of a district deacon, the internal 
strifes and contentions of the several orders, etc. ; as the 
inclusion of various court-officials in the ceremonies of 
public mass who sprang into existence after the time of 
Gregory the Great ; and, generally speaking, the adapta- 
tion of the prisca statutio (which is the expression of the 
pristinus ritus of Liber Pontificalis) to the needs of the 
enlarged Court and changed customs. His reverence for 
tradition is then seen in his taking this old rite as the 
basis for the new. Dr. Probst thinks that in § 4 we have 
the older, and in §§ 2 and 3 the Stephenian arrangements: 
though if so, § 4 is not the original, as the mention of the 
hebdomadary bishops and the Diaconiae witnesses. But 
§§ 5-21 inclusive may well have been the original 
Gregorian ceremonial worked up by Stephen : § 22 must 
be regarded as part of Stephen’s innovations, preserving, 
however, the spirit of the older rite. 

Ordo I must therefore be looked upon as having been 
drawn up c. 770 by Stephen III, but founded upon a 
similar document of the sixth century. 1 

It is sometimes stated that Amalar of Metz commented 
on Ordo Romanus I in his book De officio missae , and on 
Ordo II of Mabillon’s collection in his Ecloga. This is 
not so. Amalar in the former work deals with an Ordo 
closely akin to Ordo II. Thus in cap. v, treating of the 
kiss of peace at the commencement of mass, he quotes from 
his Ordo : — in ipsa inclination datpacem ministris qui a dextris 

1 F. Probst, Die altesten romischen Sacramentarien una Or dines , Munster-i.-W., 
1892 ; p. 395. 
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laevaque sunt. This is not in Ordo I, but is very similar 
to Ordo II, § 5. The change in the order of the candle- 
sticks when the bishop goes to his throne is not noted in 
Ordo I, but the direction is also different from that pre- 
scribed in Ordo II. The alternative salutation Dominus 
vobiscum to the episcopal Pax vobis, mentioned by Amalar|in 
cap. ix, is given in Ordo II, § 6, but not in Ordo I. Again, 
neither the signing of the forehead before the gospel, nor 
the laying aside of staves, nor the extinguishing of the 
candles after the gospel, is mentioned in Ordo I : but all 
occur in Ordo II. Incense is used at the offertory accord- 
ing to Amalar, as in Ordo II, but not so in Ordo I. Amalar 
quotes almost verbatim from Ordo II, § 9, in his cap. xix, 
concerning the offering by the priests and deacons, who 
are permitted to approach the altar : and so on. Enough 
has been adduced to show that Ordo 1 was not the Ordo 
Romanus on which Amalar commented. 

Nor was it Ordo II. For there is no mention of the 
mass-creed ; and other details show that his Ordo was not 
exactly the same as that printed by Mabillon. 

Ordo Romanus II is a Gallican recension of Ordo I, of 
the time of Charles the Great or his immediate successors ; 
and while it follows on the lines of its exemplar, it intro- 
duces many Gallican features. The period during which 
it was constructed was one in which, all over the Frankish 
dominions, various combinations of the Roman and Galli- 
can rites were being effected ; and the second, fifth, and 
sixth Ordines Romani of Mabillon are varying examples of 
the process. Without doubt there were many more of 
the same kind, all differing one from another in minor 
details ; and the Ordo upon which Amalar based his work 
belonged to a type akin to, but not identical with, 
Ordo II. 

We can now pass on to a consideration of the church 
and its ornaments, and the different ecclesiastical ministers 
and functionaries which are mentioned or alluded to in 
our Ordo. 
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